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Tahoe-Baikal Institute

Environmental Leadership Development ( Watershed Education & Protection ( Sustainable Communities ( Cultural Understanding ( Peace 

Summer Environmental Exchange

2010 Application

Please fill in using the space provided

CONTACT INFORMATION

	
	
	
	

	NAME:
	     
	     
	     

	
	Last


	First
	Middle or patronymic

	CURRENT MAILING ADDRESS:

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Street or P.O. Box Address


	City
	State or region
	Zip/Postal Code
	Country

	PERMANENT OR PARENT’S MAILING ADDRESS (IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE):

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Street or P.O. Box Address


	City
	State or region
	Zip/Postal Code
	Country


	CURRENT PHONE:
	     
	     
	     
	Permanent phone:      

	
	Day


	Evening
	Cell
	


	FAX:
	     
	E-MAIL:
	     

	
	
	
	
	

	DO YOU HAVE A CURRENT PASSPORT? 
	     
	EXPIRATION DATE
	       NUMBER OF BLANK PAGES      


A current passport is not required at the time of application, but all selected participants must have a passport by March 15th, 2010.  In order to obtain a visa to Russia, passports must be valid until February 2011 and have at least 2 blank pages. 


EDUCATION AND OTHER BACKGROUND

	

	CURRENT OR MOST RECENT EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION:

	     
	     

	Name and Location of College or University


	Field of study, degree, date received or expected

	CURRENT OCCUPATION:       

	Résumé / Curriculum vitae:  Please attach your résumé or Curriculum Vita (no more than two pages long, in list or bullet format.)   Résumés should include information on degrees received or expected, all colleges and universities attended, special skills or training, and professional work background and/or relevant volunteer experience.



	
	
	
	

	PREVIOUS APPLICATIONS:  Have you applied to any TBI programs before? If yes, in what year(s)?       
If you have applied to the SEE program in the past two years, we have your previous application on file. Please contact our office to discuss which pieces of your earlier application (transcripts, letters of recommendation, certain essay responses) you would like placed in your 2010 file.




ENVIRONMENTAL INTERESTS

	

	PROJECTS:

The SEE program includes two weeks of small-group research projects at both Tahoe and Baikal, each sponsored by a local partner organization. If you were to create your own investigative project for this exchange, what would be your ideal focus?

	At Tahoe:       

	At Baikal:       

	

	Please refer to the list of projects from past years at www.tahoebaikal.org/projects/exchange/research. If these were the projects in summer 2010, in which one would you like to participate?

	At Tahoe:       

	At Baikal:       

	

	YOUR OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL INTERESTS:

     


LANGUAGES

	

	NATIVE LANGUAGE:       

	

	For non-native Russian speakers: RUSSIAN LANGUAGE ABILITY

	Have you ever studied Russian?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	If yes, please describe your level of proficiency, for example: Can you ask for and understand directions in Russian? Can you explain a research project in Russian? Can you translate a speech into Russian as it is being delivered in English?     
If no, please describe any Russian study you plan to undertake if you are accepted to the program.

     


	

	For non-native English speakers: ENGLISH LANGUAGE ABILITY

	Have you ever studied English?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	If yes, please describe your level of proficiency, for example: Can you ask for and understand directions in English? Can you explain a research project in English? Can you translate a speech into English as it is being delivered in Russian?

If no, please describe any English study you plan to undertake if you are accepted to the program.

     


	For applicants fluent in both English and Russian:

	Would you be willing to help with translation and interpretation during the program?  Please mark which of the following you would feel comfortable with and interested in assisting with:

Oral interpretation during formal/technical meetings and lectures:    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Oral interpretation during intra-group discussions (only TBI staff and participants present)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Written translation:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No



	OTHER LANGUAGES (Please name language and mark answer):

	
	
	
	
	

	     
	Reading and writing:

Speaking:
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Elementary


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Elementary
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Intermediate


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Intermediate
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Fluent


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Fluent

	
	
	
	
	

	     
	Reading and writing:

Speaking:
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Elementary


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Elementary
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Intermediate


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Intermediate
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Fluent


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Fluent

	
	
	
	
	

	     
	Reading and writing:

Speaking:
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Elementary


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Elementary
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Intermediate


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Intermediate
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Fluent


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Fluent


OTHER INTERESTS AND EXPERIENCES

	

	OUTDOOR EXPERIENCE:       

	TRAVEL IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES:       

	MUSICAL INSTRUMENT: Do you play the guitar or another musical instrument?       



MISCELLANEOUS
	How did you first hear about the Tahoe-Baikal Institute? (Please explain below)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  California Conservation Corps

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  E-mail from school

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Flyer posted at school

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Career center at school
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Professor/instructor

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Friend

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Internet search

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Program alumni



 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other

	Please specify:      



	Generally the exchange runs for ten weeks, from the second week of June up to the latter part of August, but the dates vary from year to year based on a variety of factors. 
Please indicate the earliest date you could begin in June, and the latest date you could participate in August.      


ESSAY QUESTIONS
	 Please respond to the following using no more than one page per answer.  Your responses should be written in          your own words.  

1. Given the nature of TBI’s focus and activities, how does the Summer Environmental Exchange program relate to your personal and professional goals? Please explain your interest in participating in the 2010 program. 

2. Please tell us about a hobby, interest, or passion that you have and the role that this plays in your life.

3. Do you feel that we, as a society, are gaining or losing ground in our approach to environmental challenges? What do you think could shift this balance one way or the other?  Please explain, using an example either on a global or local scale.  Draw from your own observations, experiences, or research.




All applicants should understand that:

· The TBI Summer Environmental Exchange is an intense and rigorous experience and success of the program depends on a high level of participant enthusiasm.  Therefore, TBI looks for participants who enjoy working in groups, show initiative, are open to new ideas, and are interested in the scientific, political, and cultural aspects of environmental issues;
· The group living accommodations during the program are often rustic, and includes camping and backpacking in areas with few conveniences and little or no privacy.  Participants will sleep on the ground in tents for almost all of the five weeks in California and up to three weeks of the Russian portion of the program;
· Due to the group living situation and to the types of foods available in Russia, food choices will often be quite limited, and there may not always be access to certain preferred foods;
· At certain times, the group will spend time in remote areas, where medical care may sometimes be hours or even days away;
· All participants are expected to speak English OR Russian fluently and have some knowledge of the other language. Participants who do not have any Russian language experience should plan to enroll in an introductory Russian language course, seek private tutoring, or discuss a plan of independent language study with the Program Director before the program.

The Summer Environmental Exchange involves physically and emotionally demanding conditions.  These challenges include group living, limited personal time, academic responsibilities, heat, sun, strenuous physical activity, hiking and field work.  All applicants need to be able to carry their own luggage (40+ pounds) for significant distances (a mile or more) and to be able to handle rigorous activity at high elevations (Lake Tahoe is at 6,250 feet above sea level, and we visit some sites above 10,000 feet ).  

This program is not appropriate for pregnant women, anyone who may need to keep within easy reach of medical providers, or anyone who cannot handle the physical activities mentioned above.  The Tahoe-Baikal Institute reserves the right to ask anyone not to participate in the program or in specific activities, if concerns arise about your physical safety or well-being.
(((
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  By checking this box, I certify that I have read the above statements, and that all of the information supplied in this application is true.

Applications accepted on a rolling basis, beginning October 15th, 2009.  

Spaces are limited, so please apply early!
No applications will be accepted after Friday, February 5th, 2010.
The completed application consists of ALL the items listed below. Any additional materials will not be considered, and your application will not be reviewed until all materials are received.

The following should be sent by email to jgreen@tahoebaikal.org. 

· Completed application form
· Résumé / CV (2-page maximum)

· Answers to essay questions (3 questions, no more than one page each)

· Optional Financial Aid Application (May be sent separately.)
The following should be mailed directly to TBI at P.O. Box 13587, South Lake Tahoe, CA 96151-3587

· Two letters of recommendation (one academic/professional, one personal; download separate forms from TBI website).
· Official copies of university transcripts (1 copy from each college or university you attended mailed directly to TBI).

TO ALL APPLICANTS





The TBI Summer Environmental Exchange is an intense and rigorous experience. Success of the program depends on a high level of participant enthusiasm.  Therefore, TBI looks for participants who enjoy working in groups, show initiative, are open to new ideas, and are interested in the science, policy, and cultural aspects of environmental issues.











All participants are expected to speak English OR Russian fluently and have some knowledge of the other language. Non-Russian speakers can meet this requirement through an introductory course or private tutoring before the program.












